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Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Presentation
WC Docket No. 10-90
GN Docket No. 09-51
WC Docket No. 07-135
WC Docket No. 05-337
CC Docket No. 01-92
CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Dortch:
This notice is submitted in compliance with Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission’s rules.

On August 30, 2011, Rich Coit and Greg Dean of the South Dakota Telecommunications
Association, Mark Shlanta of SDN Communications, Dennis Law and Gregg Oleson of Golden
West Telecommunications Cooperative, Rod Bowar of Kennebec Telephone Company, Bryan
Roth of TrioTel Communications, Inc., Randy Houdek of Venture Communications Cooperative,
and Mark Benton of Midstate Communications met with Commissioner Robert McDowell and
Christine Kurth of Commissioner McDowell’s staff to discuss broadband applications and the
impact of intercarrier compensation and universal service reform in the state of South Dakota.
Senator John Thune and Jason Van Beek, James Long, Ryan Nelson, and Jessica Yearous of
Senator Thune’s staff, and Brian Rounds and Chris Daugaard of the South Dakota Public
Utilities Commission were also present.

SDTA and SDN discussed the information contained in the attached presentations. In
addition, the attendees commented on the widespread availability of broadband services in the
areas served by rural incumbent local exchange carriers in South Dakota; the tremendous amount



of investment made in broadband networks by the carriers; and the need for continued USF
programs to support the broadband investments already made by the carriers and planned by the
carriers and the ongoing operations of the carriers. SDTA also discussed its support for the Joint
Rural Association Plan, as modified by the Consensus Framework.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the
undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,
/sl Mary J. Sisak

Mary J. Sisak

CcC: Commissioner Robert McDowell
Christine Kurth


































































SDN Communications
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» SDN'’s ownership
12 Cooperative Companies
3 Municipal
1 Tribal
1 Family owned

» 80% of South Dakota’s land mass
Communities of 20 to 20,000 citizens
Most under 2,000 citizens

» Advanced networking Is key to many aspects of
everyday life



SDN Communications
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» Health care sites - 190
Hospitals
Clinics
Access to collaborative care
Less travel — lower costs to family

» Financial services (banks, credit unions) — 338
Access to out of market capital

» Wireless towers — 350+
Many are served, wire line is integral to wireless delivery




SDN provides connectivity for 147 of total of 154 K12 School
Districts —
Uses Include:
Internet access
Distance Learning (video conferencing)
Student Management (grades, attendance)
Online course management
E-mail & calendaring
Online content (school web sites/pages)
Stream school events (sports)
Remote support of I/T infrastructure (pc's, patches, updates)
Sharepoint (Web 2.0 collaboration)
School security (cameras)

Bandwidth (speeds) varies from Frame Relay (1.54 Mbps) to 3 X
Gig/E (3000 Mbps)

Nearly 200 schools migrated in summer of 2011 from NxT1 to FastE
Interfaces



44 of 64 counties connectivity supplied by SDN
T-1(1.54 Mbps) to GIG/E (1000 Mbps) speeds
Used for the following:
Motor Vehicle Registration
Voting Registration
Vital Records (Register of Deeds
State Radio Law Enforcement (Sheriff)
LiveScan (Division of Criminal Investigation fingerprints)
County Health Nurses
Remote support of I/T infrastructure (pc's, patches, updates)
UJS: Case Management
UJS: Video Conferencing
UJS: Backup / Restore



Public Higher Education
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Law Enforcement/State Radio
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» State Radio Public Safety Radio system

o Used by State / local / Federal law enforcement; State
DOT,; State GFP and many local agencies statewide.

o All Private line facility representing 100% of the network
« These ride the state wide SDN and member network.

o In addition there are Frame Relay and Ethernet circuits for
data connections to larger police departments; security
locations; and other non-state law enforcement.
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